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IDLE & ORPHAN WELL 
CHALLENGES

ÅPreventing wells from becoming 

orphans 

ÅPlugging & restoration funding
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2019 REPORT

Å Revised in March 2020 to include 

additional data

Å Supplemental Information report in May 

2020 - land ownership of orphan wells
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2021 REPORT UPDATE

Å Initiated by CRO

Å Survey sent to states and provinces in July

Å 32 states & 5 provinces responded 

Å IOGCC has compiled information received 

to date

Å Asking States and provinces to review and 

confirm information by November 16



2021 UPDATE

Topics:

Å Documented wells ïtotal and active

Å Idle well numbers & requirements

Å Tools to prevent wells from being orphaned

Å Documented orphan wells ïnumbers, operator

status, land ownership

Å Undocumented orphan wells

Å Actions to prevent walls from becoming orphans

Å Financial assurance 

Å Orphan wells plugged & restored 

Å Plugging funds & revenue sources

Å Incentives and innovations


